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T -Northeast Corner of Wayne and the
dock at the Detroit River -

Detroit, Wayne County, Michlgan REEN

The Detroit and Cleveland.
_ Nav:.gat:ton Company Warehouse

Present Owner: City of Detro:Lt

Date of Erection: It is stated in the George B. Catlin papers that the
structure was built in 185k, '

Architect: Unknown:

Builders: Whiting and Newberry (7)

Present Condition: The building was razed in the fall of 1951.

Number of Stories: M Brick

Materia.ls of Cdnstmctlow The gabled four-and.wa-half—story bI‘le building

measur:.ng elghty feet on Wa;yne Stree‘l: and sixty feet deep had rather shallow
. limestone foundations and bri;:k walls. The construc_tion was a heavy timber-
posts and bea:_né supporting joists and thick p:j:ﬁe flooring. The attic floor

was supported by héavy wooden roof trusses at the floor levels and in ti;e

brick frieze the iron wall plates round in form made & pleassnt psttern. On
the long or nongebled sides a cornice tlmeé feet high crowned the walls. It
was of brick with eight. courses for _th«_a frieze toppeci with first four and then .
two brick courses., The window openings had panelled and well ornamented cast-
iron lintels and sills, all in excellent taste. On the interior the window
openings had splayed jambs and supporting segmental arches cf brick. The
inside window 8ills were of plank. Iron bars protected some of the first story
windows. The cast iron door beads had -plain.panelled faces and a cap moulding.
On the east and west sides the brick walls wei'e'twenty inches thick and those
on the north and south sides fwenty-—four inches thick. Every eight course

was of headers. On twelve by twelve inch square timber columns having chamfered

angles rested wooden corbels or horizontel pieces of the same size and five
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These supported s:theen by twe].ve inch beams and
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three by *twelve 1nch ;jOlS‘GS twelve :mches on centers. -Th_e f_l_oor:;.ng was ‘two

_".inches thlck. Scme boards were 'hwenty-—one inches wiée.- Thé 'oilter row of .

: colwnns were parta.ally set imo the brick walls and had angle Yraces to help
support the beams Tne average colma:.n spaciﬂg is aghout eleven feet., The
floor beams and the roof trusses ran east to west. In the fouwrth story there
was but a.s,ingl_e 'gg:;t_er line of columns, leaving the space comparatively clear.

This was made possible by having the attic or fifth floor beams form the bottom

member of the trusses. The trusses and the floor construction were tiedto

* the brick walls by iron rods and cast round pla“tes.

rAﬁ.ﬂltiOIlﬂl Dataf_ TWO addltions were made to the structure. before 1889; a
two and one-half s‘t‘.ory brick building on the east and a one-gtory frame freight
shed extending :E‘rom the main bu:.ld.ing to the wiver edge of the dock. Both were
. removed by 1933. : _ |
. Bé,_fore. 1889 the nummber of window openings was ahnoé't doubled, some
Cold windows wers enlarged and six small bay windows ware added on the river
side. Long iron balconies and a stair were added along the Wayne Street side
as fire escapes from the two office floors. With the installation of the wmins-
coted offices ornamental cagt-ironseolumns replaced some of the wooden posts.

Other Existing Records: The Detroit and Cleve_land Havigation Company Warehouse

at Detrolt by Emil Loreh published in the Michigan History booklet of the

Michigan Historical Commission, December 1052, Volume 36, mmber 4, with 4 photo-
graphs and history.

Detroits Oldest Building, Detroit News, March 6, 1933

Farmer, History of Detroit

Blography of Oliver Nevberry, in the George B. Catlin Papers in the

= ‘ “Burton Historicé.l_ Collection.
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thhograph eapyrlght 1857, &ravn by George T. Rober‘bson shomng o -

F ??the Detroit Rwer Fronﬁ, in 'the Ma.chigan Aigtoricel Collectmns st the

_Universi y of M:Lchn.gan.

J ohn Fa.mer, Map of the Ci*by of‘ Detroit in the State of Mlchlgan,

(New York, 1835).

Leroy De Forest Satterlee, some data regard.mg the Antiquity of

= the Detroit and Cleveland Hangatlon Company Office and Warehoq.se, Detroit,

-1941, in the Burton Historieal Collection of the Detroit Public Library.

The above history and information of the subject structure were

assembled from the articlo_e "The Detroit and Cleﬁeland-mavigation Company

Warehouse at Detroit: by Emil Lorch, published in the Michigan History
quarterly by the Michigan Historicel Commission, Lansing, Michigan, Volume
36, December 1952; number 4,

Prepared by: Charles W. Lessig, Architect, HABS, National Park Service, in
1952,

Approved: _ D et /,Ljix\:-\. Date 0/ m/r?

Chief Architect




